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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The London Gypsy and Traveller Unit supports Travellers and Gypsies living in
London: to influence decisions affecting their lives; to improve their quality of life and
the opportunities available to them and to challenge the discrimination they routinely
experience. In partnership with the community, LGTU uses this detailed experience
to contribute to the development of local, regional and national policy.
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CHAI R6S I NTRODUCTI ON

On behalf of the trustee board, | am pleased to introduce the LGTU 2010 Annual
report, and celebrate the on-going good work. Our trustee meetings have been
somewhat overshadowed by r
finance uncertainties and cuts but
we have also been kept abreast
of all the new and truly
empowering initiatives that the
staff, Travellers and volunteers
have been undertaking.

We are looking forward to another
lively AGM, where | am allowed to
round up the business by
reverting to my busking days.
Last year the theme was
Travellers are Londoners with a
fascinating presentation by Tracie y
Giles with photos of generations

of her London family and from AGM 2009

Peter Levers and Brian Foster, who reminded us of the old campaigns to get sites
built in the 70s. Bernard Bourdillon our policy volunteer gave a punchy summary on
the Traveller policy in the London Plan and the consultation process, and LGTU
trustee, Marian Mahoney launched the campaign to tell Boris Johnson how many
Traveller sites are needed in London. She urged Travellers present to take the
campaign postcards and get as many people to sign them as possible.

DI RECTORG6S REPORT AND STRATEGY WORK

This year LGTU has experienced the high and the low of being part of the voluntary
sector. The level of Traveller participation in the campaigning on the London Plan
and Traveller pitch targets has been unique and inspiring, but we have been faced
with a 30% drop in our income with the inevitable impact on staff hours, and a new
government hostile to Travellers.

These pages will demonstrate how, despite these problems, LGTU has continued to
deliver exceptional results. We have been able to do this because of the indomitable
spirit of the staff, the enthusiastic participation of London Travellers and the
contribution of committed and highly skilled volunteers, including our trustees.

Before reporting on our activities | would like to commend the work undertaken on
the nuts and bolts of the organization, so essential for their delivery. These have
included revised financial processes to help planning, aiming for quality assurance
kite mark; IT upgrades, fundraising and sessions on monitoring and evaluation.
Similarly solid delivery of the youth programme continued despite the urgent work
that arose in response to the London Plan

LGTU has always developed oO6organicallyodo wit
policy work, frequently overlapping and mutually influencing new developments.
This year it is impossible to report on policy and community development work
separately on the subject of the London Plan, and all parts of the organisation have
at some point been actively engaged in making sure that Boris Johnson is made
aware of the needs of Travellers. The Plan has taken over our lives, as instead of
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responding to one public consultation we have been faced with three, as the Mayor

has issued two O6minor amendment s6 reduci

to a Traveller policy and pitch targets. Bernard Bourdillon, policy volunteer, has
continued to give all it takes and, offers the following comment on the impact of the

London Pl an and LGTUOGOsS response to it.
|l 6m a Town Pl anner and | de al mostly
person who says AMayor, Your policy 3
your equalities policy 3.1 and ignores the government guidance on SHMA and
SHLAA and your I I A is not compliant t

a relief then to meet people for a change, and to be a part of an organisation that
is actively supporting the community in practical ways. Wit hout t hi s,
policy level so quickly loses touch with reality. Sitting in on a group of Travellers
putting together ideas on how a London policy will really affect them, or being part
of a silent protest at the City Hall: these are crucial reminders of just why it is
important that policy 3.8i is changed.

Graph on the net loss of pitches in London since the repeal of the Caravan's sites Act

Ower the last 14 years London has lost over 125 pitches (25%) through closure. '
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This has all been happening within a changing national context. The General
election in May heralded a new government with very different policies towards
Gypsies and Travellers. The Government have abolished all Regional assemblies
and therefore Regional Plans which were responsible for planning for future housing
needs, and for future Traveller sites. An essential feature of their localism agenda is
that no government targets will be set. In other regions where the process of setting
district pitch targets has been completed, there are increasing examples of districts
dropping Traveller sites from their plans.

The London Plan has not been abolished in this way as the GLA is a directly
elected Regional body and its responsibility to produce a strategic Plan is enshrined
in legislaton. The Mayor 6s second alteration of

t

ng

he

c



Government position by claiming that provision of sites is not a strategic

responsibility.

The London Plan also featured high on
the agendas of the two other
significant arenas where LGTU is
active on policy; the London Gypsy
and Traveller forum (LGTF) and the
Traveller law Reform Project (TLRP).
Coordinated by LGTU, the LGTF was
able to give a response drawing on the
experiences of all the member
organisations and Travellers, and also
t o support each
individual response, as we were aware
that numbers of responses were

Meeting with Boris

6 Travellers and Frieda met with Boris in
October. Helena Kiely comments - It was
good to meet him face to face so we
could say what we felt about taking
Travellers out of the London Plan. He
seemed very interested in what we had
to say, so we hope he listened and does
the things he promised to do like getting
Boroughs to have site waiting lists and
writing to Lewisham about the site they
closed.

significant. The TLRP was able to use its experience of other regional plans to give

a national context to its response.

National Policy

Security of tenure on Local
authority Travellers sites has
been an issue for decades
which we thought had been
resolved. However in
February it fell off the agenda
again when we heard that the
necessary secondary
legislation would not be
completed before the May
election

The All Party Parliamentary
Group on Traveller law
Reform is supported by the
TLRP policy officer through
servicing their meetings and
giving regular briefings. With
the change of government a
completely new APPG had to
be recruited and re-

registered, so the officer had to take a pro-active role.

Security of Tenure Petition being delivered to
Downing Street

It is a triumph that 45

members (Of which 50% has to come from the government party) have signed up
and the group is established. The APPG will be very significant in trying to hold the

government to account.

New government policies on abolishing regulatory bodies will also impact on how
organisations such as LGTU can promote equality of treatment and services for
Travellers. LGTU has been a member of the equality and diversity committees of
both the Audit Commission and the Tenants Services Authority making progress in




ensuring that Traveller sites come under the same regulatory systems as other
accommodation. Now no standards will be set for anyone!

The summary way in which Regional Plans were abolished, throwing planning
processes in disarray, has been the subject of a scrutiny exercise by the
parliamentary select committee on community and local government: and to a
successful judicial review taken out by a building developer and the Community Law
Partnership (who represent Travellers). LGTU, along with other Traveller
organisations have made a submission on the impact on site provision to the Select
committee.

LGTU MEDIA WORK seeks to promote fair representation of Gypsies and Travellers
and their issues. We support them in challenging and engaging those media which
continue to produce inaccurate and negative reporting and respond to their ideas
about publicity and how it could best work.

We constantly get requests from the print and broadcast media ranging from media
students and production companies with the germ of an idea, to News programmes
and the Press asking for an immediate spokesperson or quote. We always respond
although we are selective about what we take part in.

The London Plan, how it impacts on
Travellers and the on-going changes
for the worse in the Traveller policy is a
bit dry for most media, but the
Travellers idea (reported in the
community development section) for a
large protest to gain publicity and send
the Mayor a strong message that
ATr av alrlee rLso n chadnneores 0
B potential. The demonstration resulted

== in a fair amount of media coverage,
T notably: ITV London News:; Hackney
Gazette; (Full page Feature on Hackney Housed Traveller and protest) and Time
Out and it sent a buzz through City Hall.

We have been quoted throughout the year in local press and two national press
articles, in particular the Daily Express although oddly no one from the Express
spoke to us! We contributed fully to the 2010 BBC Corporate Equality and Diversity
Plan and LGTU was one of 15 organisations approached by the BBC Trust.. We
rarely send across the board Press Releases. Instead, we contact News
organisations when we have a strong issue with a good story attached and with
Gypsy and Traveller representatives ready to be interviewed. It is our policy to
encourage media to look at the broader and political picture as well as simply
reporting events. To that end, we maintain regular personal contact with sections of
the print and broadcast media. Below is an example of how that strategy works.

For a year we targeted, amongstot her s, BBC Radi o 4 nASaturday
ABeyond We st Ancidestalle both. progtammes broadcast items about

Gypsies and Travellers on the same day in September 2010: A Sat ur day Li veo

at the Europe wide issue concerning treatment of Roma community and at our
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suggestion

nter vi

ewed Jake Bower s.

parliamentary adjournment debate, with Andrew Slaughter MP as our suggestion. In
addition we provided the background for the production team. Later that week we

wer e

contacted by

Channel 4

touch with us. The following week Tracie Giles Romany Gypsy and LGTU staff
member appeared on the programme talking about perceptions of Gypsy and
Traveller culture as portrayed in films and literature.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT work primarily involves support on sites, particularly
in relation to site provision and site management, and setting up residents

associations.

Campaign for new sites in London - Traveller involvement in the London Plan

Much our work over the last year has focused on the campaign for more sites in

London and engaging Gypsies and
Travellers in the
London Plan because the pitch targets for
each borough were included in the plan for
the first time. We had a series of
consultation meetings with Gypsies and
Travellers, produced postcards for Travellers
to sign and supported individuals in writing
detailed letters to the Mayor explaining why
more sites are important.

The community really embraced the idea of the postcards to the Mayor which proved
to be an effective way of enabling Travellers to respond to the consultation and these

along with the detailed letters have become
important evidence. To date, 50% of all
responses to the London Plan have come
from the Gypsy

and Traveller

community  and

this will increase

once the third

round of

consultation  has

been counted.

In July there was an announcement from the
Mayor that pitch targets (policy 3.9) would no
longer be in the plan. Once everyone got over
the shock we began to plan some action. We
took this to the Travellersdmeeting in July and
everyone there decided that it was time to

protest!
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http://www.lgtu.org.uk/community-development.php

